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How is it that this * authority' extends beyond the scale of
principles arranged according to their worth, and takes in
also the Prudential system ? The fact, I suppose, can hardly
be called in question, that we look with positive disapproval
on rashness and recklessness, as not simply foolish and
hurtful, but as wrong, even where no interests are visibly
affected except the offender's own. We are far fiom ad-
mitting that any man has a right to trifle with his own well-
being, and dash in wild hunt over his ground of opportunity,
heedless of every caieful track and natuial fence, and
crushing every green promise into the earth. We feel that,
apart from arfy injury to others, his career is a wanton waste
of what is not at his unconditional disposal; and our dis-
satisfaction addresses itself essentially to this, that he auto-
cratically deals with that which is but a fiduciary deposit
with him. Yet we have maintained a position which seems
inconsistent with this feeling; viz. that if our nature con-
tained no scale but the prudential, and our only problem
were furnished by its controversies of strength, there would be
no room for any moral sentiment, or more'than a rationalist
of life. How are we to reconcile these two statements ?

This, I apprehend, is one of the many cases in which the
interpretations of life and nature which would be legitimate
and true upon a lower stage, cease to be so from a higher
point of view; and the light opened overhead streams down
and shows everything beneath in a new aspect. Were this a
simply hedonist world; had we only sentient differences
among the forces of our nature; did we know of nothing
above us, except the dynamically greater; it is perfectly
true that we could differ from each other in skill merely,
and not in worth. But then this is not the constitution of
things : we pass into another order of phenomena, and find
there a higher law and a Divine rule; and this discovery
necessarily alters all our previous reckoning, by setting aside
the hypothesis on which it rests. Over and above the
force of nature, there is now the free righteousness of God;
behind the supreme Cause, there is the supreme Holiness